
Today is the Feast of the 
Word of God instituted by 
Pope Francis for the first 
time this year. Like the 
Popes before him, and the 
Bishops of England & 
Wales, he is calling you to 
take up the Word of God 
and read. Today is a day 
when we should make a 
resolution to take the 
Word of God each day and 
read it. And we can all 
start with St Matthew’s 
Gospel, which you are 
being given today. Don’t 
just put the Gospel in a pile 
of papers somewhere, or 
put it out for recycling. 
Don’t put it somewhere 
for show, and not pick it 
up and read it! Take it up 
each day and read a sec-
tion. And, more im-
portantly, pray with it. Ask 
God to help you under-
stand what he wants you to 
know and how he wants 
you to live from his Word. 

Today at Mass you will 
have received your copy of 
St Matthew’s Gospel. This 
is the first step in the year 
of the Word of God, called 
‘The God who Speaks’. 
Throughout the year, we 
hear from St Matthew’s 
Gospel at Sunday Mass. 
When we hear the Gospel 
at Mass, it should not be 
the first time we know 
what the Gospel of the 

Sunday is. We ought to 
prepare for Sunday Mass 
by reading the Gospel for 
the upcoming Sunday. 
Each week the following 
Sunday’s Gospel is printed 
on the back page of this 
bulletin. It should also not 
be the last time we read 
that Gospel passage, as we 
should read it again, and 
see what it has to teach us 
for the coming week. This 
is a habit we should all get 
into.  

However, if we only read 
the Gospel on a Sunday, it 
is like only eating once a 
week. The Word of God 
should feed our faith. If we 
only ate once a week, we 
would have a very impov-
erished diet, and would be 
malnourished. The same is 
true with the Word of 
God. If we only read God’s 
Word on a Sunday, we 
won’t be well nourished. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Enrique de Ossó 

1840-1896 
Enrique’s father was op-
posed to him becoming a 
priest, and sent him to do 
an apprenticeship in tex-
tiles. He ran away to 
Monserrat to try to realise 
his dream, but his brother 
brought him home. How-
ever, his father then real-
ised he had to let his son 
try his vocation. He was 

ordained priest in Barcelo-
na, saying his first Mass at 
Monserrat. He founded a 
confraternity for young 
women and a religious 
order for women. He was 
a great catechist, and 
wrote works on teaching 
children the Faith. He had 
a particular regard for the 
role of women in the 
Church and was devoted to 
St Teresa of Avila. 

THE CATHOLIC PASTORAL PARTNERSHIP OF  
B IDDULPH ,  GOLDENHILL ,  K IDSGROVE & PACKMOOR 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE AND PROTECTION OF OUR LADY OF GRACE 

SUNDAY 26TH JANUARY 2020 THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME    

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
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Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
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Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 25th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath & Brian Wakefield 

Sunday 26th                   
Third Sunday of     
Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass John Orme 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Monday 27th 
St Angela Merici 

10.45am    Requiem Mass Eileen Marrow RIP 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Jack Madden 

Tuesday 28th 
St Thomas Aquinas 

9.15am    Holy Mass Int Sean Flatley 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer  

 1.15pm   Funeral Service Kevin Barry Ormond RIP 

   2.15pm Holy Rosary  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 29th         
Feria 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass  Holy Souls  

Thursday 30th             
Feria  

 9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Int Bernadette McGough 

6.00pm    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (DC) 

 7.30pm   Heart to Heart  

Friday 31st 
St John Bosco 

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Anne Patricia Convey 

   6.00pm Holy Mass People of the Parish 

Saturday 1st  
Our Lady 

9.15am    Holy Mass Eileen Marrow 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of the Feast Mark & Teresa Foden 

Sunday 2nd 
The Presentation of 
the Lord (Candlemas) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Catherine & Leonard Johnson 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Int Bernadette McGough 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

 12.30pm   Baptism  

the year of the word 
“To become adult Christians you must learn 
familiarity with the scriptures” 

“But what is the answer to these charges?  ‘I 
am not,’  you will say,  ‘one of the monks, but I have 
both a wife and children, and the care of a house-
hold.’  This is what has ruined everything, your thinking 
that the reading of scripture is for monks only, when you 
need it more than they do.  Those who are placed in the 
world, and who receive wounds every day have the most 
need of medicine.  So, far worse even than not reading 
the scriptures is the idea that they are superfluous.  Such 
things were invented by the devil.” St John Chrysostom 

the feast of Candlemas 
In the Church’s calendar, Sunday takes prec-
edence over most other feast days. There are 
only a few exceptions among the feast days 
of Our Lady and the Saints. However, feast 

days which celebrate the mysteries of Our Lord’s life do 
take the place of the Sunday celebration. This is the case 
with the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the 
Temple, popularly known as Candlemas, next Sunday. It 
commemorates when Jesus was taken by Our Lady & St 
Joseph to the Temple 40 days after he was born. There, 
Simeon and Anna spoke prophetic words about him. We 
celebrate Christ the Light entering the Temple with the 
blessing of candles at the beginning of Mass next Sunday 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
The Monday evening Open House is 
suspended for the time being. If you 
need to see Fr Julian, please call the 
Parish Office, or see Fr Julian after 
Sunday Mass. There will be an Open 
House session on Monday 27th Janu-
ary, 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St John’s: Kath & Brian Wakefield; 
Pat Dodd (Birthday) 
St Joseph’s: James Sadler 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home outreach 
Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be 
at Ravenswood, The 
Avenue, on Tuesday  
18th February at 
11am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is Sunday 9th February at Park 
Lane at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Come and join our Partnership of 
Parishes’ Prayer Group at English 

Martyrs’ on Tuesday 21st January at 
8pm. We meet on every second 
Tuesday. Everyone welcome! 

 

 

 
The Friendship Club is a monthly 

meeting for older people, organised 
by Fr Hudson’s Care. The next meet-
ing is on Tuesday 28th January, at the 

usual time of 2pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. New people are always 

welcome, so come and give it a try. If 
you need more details or would like 

to arrange transport please ring 
01782 269990 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Matilda Price, who is being bap-
tised at St Joseph’s today. 

Deaths 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Eileen Marrow. Requiem Mass for 
the repose of her soul will be offered 
on Monday 27th January at English 
Martyrs at 10.45am followed by 
committal at Woodhouse Lane Burial 
Ground.  

Also for the soul of Kevin Barry Or-
mond. The funeral service will be at 
St Joseph’s on Tuesday 28th January 
at 1.15pm, followed by committal at 
Tunstall cemetery.  

And also for the soul of Anthony 
(Tony) Gibson. Funeral Service at 
Carmountside Crematorium on 
Thursday 30th January at 9.30am. 

And also for the soul of Sandra Nix-
on. Requiem Mass for the repose of 
her soul will be offered at St John’s 
Kidsgrove on Monday 17th February 
at 12noon followed by committal at 
Carmountside Crematorium. 

 Requiescant in pace 

Heart to heart 
Come and join us for 
our weekly Hour of 

directed Prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament 
returns on Thursday at 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s.   

A wonderful way to 
pray the Gospel in this 

Year of the Word! 

Hospital Do you know of someone 
in  hospital? The chaplaincy are not 
automatically notified. If there is an 
emergency, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. 
If you need any help with contacting 
them, please call the Parish Office. 

In memory of Jack Shufflebotham, Fr 
Julian is going to walk the Vía de la 
Plata and Camino Sanabrés from Se-
ville to Santiago de Compostela this 

year. The whole route is 1000km and 
he will be doing it in chunks of five 

days/120km through the year. Please 
sponsor Fr Julian in aid of Teenage 
Cancer Trust. You can do this at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  

Sponsor forms will return next week 
to support Fr Julian’s Camino. 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Posts from the entire first two weeks 
of the Camino are there. Fr Julian is 
walking the next section starting 3rd 

February for 12 days. 

Any men wanting to join the last 
section of the Camino in October, 

please see Fr Julian. 

Volunteers Required We need 
more volunteers to help with the 
church cleaning at English Martyrs’. 
If you can spare just a few hours a 
month please speak to Teresa Dutton 

rededication of   
England as the   

dowry of our lady 
You are all invited to be part of this 

wonderful initiative of the Bishops of 
England & Wales: to rededicate Eng-

land to Our Lady. This first hap-
pened in 1381, when King Richard II 
consecrated the country to Our La-
dy. The rededication has two part: 

the personal consecration, which you 
are all invited to take part in, and the 
rededication of the country, which 

we are invited to participate in. 

Friday 21st February: All are invited 
to start the preparation for the Per-
sonal Consecration, using the 33 day 
Preparation booklets. 

Wednesday 25th March: For those 
who have prepared: making a Per-
sonal Consecration to Our Lady 

Sunday 29th March: The rededica-
tion takes places around the country, 
at Walsingham shrine, and in Cathe-
drals and Churches at 12noon. That 
Sunday we have Bishop McGough 
with us. He will confirm the children 
at St Joseph’s at 11am Mass. At the 
end of Mass we will join the national 
rededication. You are all invited to 
share in a ‘bring & share’ buffet after. 



KEY VERSE: "My eyes have seen the salvation which 
you have prepared for all the nations to see"  
TO KNOW: After the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, 
Mary spent forty days in ritual purification from child-
birth (Lv. 12:3-4). When the days of her purification 
were fulfilled, the couple brought the infant Jesus to 
the temple to offer the sacrifice required by the Law. 
One of Israel's deepest hopes was to re-establish the 
temple as the place of right worship so that the glory 
of the Lord might return. When Joseph and Mary 
bring the infant Jesus into the temple, the prophecy of 
Malachi was being fulfilled (3:1). In the temple that 
day were Simeon and Anna, two elderly people, who 
faithfully awaited the deliverance of Israel. Simeon 
praised God for allowing him to behold the one who 
would bring salvation to all people. Then Simeon 
directed his words to Mary saying that a "sword 
would pierce her heart" (Lk 2:35). Her deep faith 
would not spare her from sharing the suffering of her 
son. Anna was a devout widow who spent her days 
praying and fasting for the redemption of Israel. She 
was a "prophetess," one who interpreted God's ac-
tions in the world. Anna gave thanks to God and tell-
ing everyone that deliverance would come through the 
child Jesus. Afterwards, Mary and Joseph returned to 
Nazareth where Jesus grew in age, wisdom and in the 
grace of God. 
TO LOVE: Do I appreciate the wisdom of the elders 
in my community? 
TO SERVE: Holy Spirit, help me to recognize the 
presence of the Lord in my life.  

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£338.20, Non Gift Aid £186.03, 
Total £524.23. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£245.50, Non Gift Aid £155.25, 
Total £400.75. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£306.50, Non Gift Aid £105.13, 
Total £411.63.  

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This week 1st Prize £20, 
No.140 J Cliffe; 2nd Prize £10, No.9 
T Moran; 3rd Prize £5, No.1 C 
Moss. Monthly 1st Prize £75, 
No.77 M Twomey; 2nd Prize £50, 
No.92 D Hewitt; 3rd Prize £25, 
No.81 A Davis.  

Mary’s Meals Thanks to your gen-
erosity, we have raised £5,500 for 
Toleza school from our annual 
Christmas crib appeal. Thank you! 

Kidsgrove Offertory Envelopes 
The new boxes of envelopes for St 
John’s parishioners are available to 
collect at the back of church. 

Luke 2:22-40 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Mo-
ses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, – observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born 
male must be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance 
with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an up-
right and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompt-
ed by the Spirit he came to the Temple and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms 
and blessed God; and he said: ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 
peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation which 
you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans 
and the glory of your people Israel.’  As the child’s father and mother stood 
there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the 
fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – 
and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of 
many may be laid bare.’ There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood 
over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She 
was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night 
and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began 
to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the 
deliverance of Jerusalem. When they had done everything the Law of the 
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and 
God’s favour was with him. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Thanksgiving for Marriage 
There will be a Mass in thanksgiving 
for marriage on two consecutive Sat-
urdays: 9th May & 16th May. Both 
Masses take place at 12noon at St 
Chad’s Cathedral Birmingham and 
are followed by refreshments in the 
Grimshaw Room. The Mass is for all 
married couples and for those plan-
ning to get married this year. For 
more information, or to register to 
go, please contact Lianne Pap on 
lianne.pap@rc-birmingham.org If 
you  are celebrating a milestone mar-
riage anniversary this year, please 
email Lianne as your names will be 
included in the Mass booklet. 

Bethsaida Course  The Bethsaida 
course is a free course to help adults 
to get training for working with 
young people in a parish. The course 
will run at Soli Centre in Alton on 
the following Sundays: 26th Jan; 9th 
Feb; 1st Mar; 15th Mar; 29th Mar; 

P ILGRIMAGES 

Walsingham Pilgrimage The 3 
day pilgrimage to Walsingham, or-
ganised by N Staffs Walsingham As-
sociation is from 25th to 28th March. 
Fr Julian has more details and book-
ing forms. Please ask for details. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 23rd - 30th May 2020 

Come and join the Diocesan Pilgrim-
age to Lourdes in May half term! If 

you would like to go on the pilgrim-
age, you can either ring the parish 
office for a booking form and bro-

chure or download from 
www.tangney-tours.com. Alterna-
tively you can phone the pilgrimage 
office on 0121 230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  

5th Apr. All the sessions run from 
6.45pm to 8.15pm. To attend, or for 
more information, please contact  
anna.howard@kenelmyouthtrust. 


